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Story Notes 


VENDETTA, 

“No man can live under the same sky as the 
murderer of his father.” So goes the ancient 
Confucian precept. The Japanese extended it 


to “the murderer of his master,” who, as the 


lord, was the father ofthe clan. The samurai 
who sought revenge was regardedas a man of 
honor, but he who let the killer go fr 
looked upon as weak and was despised by 
his companions. 


Laws were passed that encouraged vendetias, 
or kataki uchi, though they had to be registered 
with the proper authorities and carried out 
without delay. Vengeance was completed when 
the head of the killer was placed on the 
masterstomb, 


The most famous vendetta in Japanese history 
is the incident ofthe forty-seven samurai. In. 
1701, Lord Asano of Akoin Harima Province 
drew his sword in the presence of Shogun 
Tokugawa Tsunayoshi, wounding Kira 
Kozukenosuke, the Grand Master of 
Ceremonies who had continuously insulted 
him. Asano was ordered to commit seppuku, 
or ritualized suicide, Also, his lands were 
confiscated and his more than 200 samurai 


retainers were declared masterless, ог ronin. 
Oishi Kuranosuke, one of Asano's chief 
retainers, devised a plan where they would 


meet in a year to exact their vengeance 


In the meantime, Oishi, watched by Kira's 
agents, led a life of drunkenness and 
debauchery. Forty-six ofthe ronin met with 
Dishi at the prearranged time, and they 


attacked Kira's mansion, killing their enemy. 
‘They paraded the head through town and laid 
it at the gravesite of their master. They were 
ordered by the shogun to commit seppnku. 


You can visit the graves ofthe loyal samurain 
Tokyo. On December 14, he day they avenged 
their master, Sengakuji Temple is crowded with 
people paying homage to the heroes. 
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Crows 

My good friend Sergio Aragonés and I were 
walking in downtown Columbus, Ohio, one 
November many years ago when a sudden 
noise startled flocks of blackbirds in the barren 
trees. They flew around fora while, blackening 
out the sky, then returned to their branches. 
Sergio whistled, startling hem again, and they 
took off, circling us before flying back to the 
trees, Aswe continued on our way, he told me 
the story of a province in China that was 
plagued by an abundance of birds one year. 
The villagers in the area got together and 
devised a plan to harass the pests with 
noisemakers. They chased them unrelentingly 
day and night until the birds flew off or were 
too exhausted to fly. Months later, I saw on 
the news that a county in the 
portion of the 0.5. had an infestation of 
blackbirds. Thelocal police used sirens and 
other noisemakers, pursuing the birds until 
they finally left the area. Ithought{ hada story 
there somewhere. It was years before 1 finally 


LI 


idwestern 


GALLERY 8) 


wer art from issues fifty-three through sixty of Dark Horse's 


SKETCHBOOK 


NOU] 


5 


u4 a 


бес ‹ 
рие. ot eA pos 


BIOGRAPHY 


Stan Sakai 


Sran Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now lives 
in California with his wife, Sharon, and children, Hannah and Matthew. 
He received a Fine Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered 
his studies at Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared incomics in 1984, Since then, 
Usagi has been on tdevision as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
and has been madeinto toys, seen on clothing, and featured in a series of 
trade-paperback collections, 


¡bout the adventures of a 
samurai in a futuristic setting. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a seri 
deicendantofthe orginal Usagi that dealt wi 


Stan is 


Сто, the "Spider-Man" Sunday newspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


an award-winning leterer for his work on Sergio Aragonés 


Stan sa recipient ofa Parents Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, two Spanish Haxtur Awards, three Eisner 
Awards, and th 1 Cartoonists Society Comic Book Division Award. 
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Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


Book 
Book 9: 
Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 

BOOK 11: SEASONS 

BOOK 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Book 13: Grey SHADOWS 

Book 14: DEMON Mask 

Book 15: Grasscurrer Il — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED Moon 

Book 17: DUEL AT KITANOJI 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITHJOTARO 

Book 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Book 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

SPACE USAGI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
www fantagraphics.com 


Book t: THE RONIN 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book 3: Tre WANDERER'S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: Lone болт AND Ки» 
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